Pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis.
This report gives a review on recent results of investigations of cellular aspects of inflammation. The role of macrophages and T-helper-cells with particular focus to the effects of the various mediators on their target cells will be discussed. Interleukin 1, Tumor Necrosis Factor, Interleukin 2, and Interferon as well as arachidonic acid metabolites contribute to the clinical findings of inflammation. We have to admit that the whole process of inflammation in rheumatic arthritis (RA) is not yet clear. For example we do not know in detail why RA is self perpetuating, why and when rheumatoid pannus occurs or under which circumstances immune complexes may cause the various organ manifestations. Recent findings are discussed.